
Britton refk to a sermon that may have been an  early version of ‘Zoving Your 
Enemies, ”which King laterpublished. King thanked Britton for his letter on 4 June. 

Rev. King 

How are you and family. We are well. 
I am writing because of the recent incident that took place last week to your 

home. It takes great spiritual courage to brave the trail of equal liberty. I pray that 
God is with your (and others) every move. With God as your guidon you are 
bound to succeed. 

Since I heard of your crusade, and {others] there in Montgomery, remind me 
of the great sermon you preached at 12th/. It was taken from the 5th/ chapter of 
St Matthew, and the 44th/ verse: But I say unto You, Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which 
despitefully use you, and presecute you; (45) That ye may be the children of your 
Father which is in Heaven; 

May God bless all of you Your efforts of great works will be a blessing to genera- 
tions to come. 

Yours in Christ 
[signed] Milton Britton 

ALS. MLKP-MBU: Box 15. 

I .  King, Strength to Love (New York Harper & Row, 1963), pp. 34-41. “Loving Your Enemies” was 
King’s first sermon as pastor of Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in 1954. Milton Britton (1922-1984), 
born in Alabama, graduated from West Virginia’s Dunbar High School in 1941. A factory worker from 
the early 1950s to the late Igios, Britton served as a deacon and Sunday school superintendent for 
Twelfth Baptist Church for many years. 

To Fred Drake 

7 February 1956 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

On 10 January Drake invited King to be the guest speaker at the annual Negro History 
Week observance in Tuscaloosa. In this letter to the high school teacher, King cancels 
his mid-February appearance, citing the “mounting tension” in Alabama. Two 
bombangs had occurred in Montgomery just the week before, while students rioted at the 
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I .  Fred Drake (1914-1987), born in Greensboro, Alabama, earned his B.S. from Alabama State 
College and his M.Ed. from Wayne State University. An Alabama high school teacher from 1937 to 
1976, Drake was active in local Baptist and community service organizations. 
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University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa on3 -6Fehary  to protest the registration of its 
jirst black student, Autherine Lucy. 

Mr. Fred Drake 
Druid High School 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 

Dear Mr. Drake: 

I regret very deeply to say at this late date that I will have to cancel my speaking 
engagement with you. In the light of recent happenings my closest advisors have 
insisted that I cancel all speaking engagements in Alabama until the mounting 
tension dies down. I hope that this will not seriously interfere with your program. 
Please know that I desire to be with you very much, but my present position of 
leadership in Montgomery demands that I take all precaution possible. Give all 
of the people at Tuscaloosa my best regards, and give them the assurance that in 
our struggle forjustice here in Montgomery we do not intend to retreat one inch. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
M. L. King, Jr. 

MLKlmt 

TLc. DABCC. 

2. Autherine Lucy (1929-), raised near Shiloh, Alabama, graduated from Miles College in Fair- 
field, Alabama (1952). After Lucy unsuccessfully applied in 1955 to the University of Alabama in Tus- 
caloosa for graduate studies, the NAACP appealed her case to the US. Supreme Court, which ordered 
her enrollment. A student-led mob rocked the campus in early February and physically harassed Lucy 
as she attended classes. The university suspended her-for her safety, it claimed. Although the uni- 
versity was court-ordered to reinstate her, it expelled her on disciplinary grounds for making con- 
spiracy accusations against school officials. The court that had ordered Lucy’s reinstatement later 
upheld the university’s action. Lucy ended her fight in April 1956, becoming a part-time English 
teacher in Shreveport, Louisiana. 

From Samuel D. Proctor 

1 1  February 1956 
Richmond, Va. 

Proctor, who received graduate degrees from Crozer Seminary and Boston IJniversity, 
became president of Virginia Union University in  1955. Proctor had considered 
appointing King to replace him as dean of the university S school of religion but 
apparently changed his mind after talking with King? friend and advisor, Morehouse 
president Benjamin Mays. 
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